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The Root Disease Committee met for breakfast on Friday, August 22, 2003. Over 30 people participated, which is remarkable since we met on the last day of WIFDWC following the evening banquet!! Blakey Lockman agreed to run the meeting and take notes in Ellen Goheen’s absence. 
Agenda Items___________________
Update on Literature Review of Fertilization and Root Diseases
Ellen Goheen took the bull by the horns on getting this item rolling from last year’s WIFDWC. She has purchased time from a librarian to do a search from a list of keywords. Presently, there are 400 pages of citations (lots of duplicates!). The list of citations is being narrowed down and added as appropriate. The goal is to have a draft of the annotated bibliography/literature review by this fall. Abstracts will be included. We applaud Ellen for making this happen!

Black Stain Project

Walt Thies is leading a project looking at interactions between black stain root disease and season of prescribed burn. The study location is near Burns, Oregon. There are spring and fall burns, 24 units with 4 different burns, and 5400 trees. An ecologist has done pre-burn observations, and post-burn plants will be recorded. They are trapping insects to try and determine the vector. Walt is doing post-mortem sampling. There are lots of folks working on this study. There will be 5-year and 15-year fires to follow. Walt has no extra dollars but is opening study up to others if they want to come and take data. There are also cow exclosures within the study area that will be in place for two years.

Round Robin
Terry Shaw—Involved in developing root disease model for European use of H. annosum model. There are number of challenges, not the least of which are language barriers. Terry is trying to get Ellen over to Vienna to do a workshop on the western root disease extension. 

Greg Filip—Presently testing the western root disease extension in eastern Oregon; it seems to be “underestimating” mortality.

Bill Woodruff—Looking at black stain in California, specifically thinning and under-burning. Smoldering fires kill the roots. Also testing 3 thinning regimes—30 ft2/acre, 60 ft2/acre, and 90 ft2/acre. Collecting beetles and sending to Matheo Garbellotto and Bill Otrosina for DNA analysis.

Bob Edmonds—Looking at fire and fire surrogates (thinning). Has a study in place with three repetitions of three treatments. Working with Paul Hessburg to look at post-fire insects.

Alex Woods—Looking at I. tomentosus and modeling. Trying to incorporate spore spread into the model. Will be looking at a 1996 stump trial where spruce was planted around stumps and then mapped. 

Rona Sturrock—Working on Phellinus weirii resistance program. Evidence of genetic based resistance in coastal Douglas-fir. Seeing a great degree of variability between different isolates of P. weirii. Looking at terpene chemistry in general defense mechanisms of Douglas-fir.

Kristen Fields—Isolated Armillaria gallica from central Oregon. Not previously known to exist there!

Kathy Lewis—Studying I. tomentosus and soil moisture. Finding it more often at mid-slope. Looking at spruce beetle and root disease to quantify the root disease. Looking at I. tomentosus spread mechanisms and management. Also looking at H. annosum on Kenai.

Eric Smith—The western root disease extension of FVS is now linked with the westwide bark beetle extension. Working with Sue Hagle to improve the link.

Brennan Ferguson—Working with population structure of Armillaria ostoyae in western Montana. Recommending looking at Rick Kelsey’s work on root disease making trees more attractive to bark beetles.

Bill Jacobi—In the midst of an Ips outbreak. On the old black stain plots, the Ips beetles are not picking out black stain trees. 

Scott Kolpak—(Dorena Tree Improvement Nursery) Looking at resistance to P. lateralis. Wanting to map resistance.

Judy Adams—Working with the FFE model (Fire, Fuels Extension). It will be incorporated into the Basic FVS training session.

Brian Geils—Moving to a new project. Interested to know where root disease in thinned ponderosa pine might be predicted to become severe using information on soil moisture, soil types, etc.

Dave Schultz—High diversity of root disease in his area of California. Black stain around Mt. Shasta now gone, but now experiencing problems with H. annosum. Still recommending treating ponderosa pine stumps 16 to 18 inch diameter, and true fir stumps >=16 inch diameter. H. annosum found in 14 inch diameter pine stumps, but not causing disease centers. Not seeing H. annosum associated with shear stumps in pine—too small?


Don Goheen—Gave us some insight into the Port Orford Cedar EIS.

Hadrian Merler—Duncan Morrison and Mike Cruickshank are excavating stumps and hauling them from the site, which has caused a scare among some local folks! Reaching a large number of forest managers in their training sessions (about 400!).

We ran out of time before we could get to the last few people, but we almost made it all the way around the room. Our apologies to anyone who really wanted to say something and didn’t get a chance to! 
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