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The greatest threats to the integrity and viability of forest and grassland ecosystems are introduced invasive species.

Background: 

Introduced invasive species, including the European gypsy moth, Dutch elm disease, chestnut blight, beech bark disease, white pine blister rust and invasive plants have had major negative impacts on our forest ecosystems and have required large research and control expenditures. Just in the last few years several new pest introductions have been detected including Asian gypsy moth into Oregon, Washington, and North Carolina; Asian long-horned beetle into New York and Chicago and the European pine shoot beetle into the upper mid-west. Increased international trade raises the possibility of more frequent introductions in the future.  Similarly, many plant species accidentally or intentionally introduced have become serious weed pests. 

The Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) is responsible for regulating the movement of plants and plant materials that may carry pest organisms, and for detection and eradication of new pest introductions. The Forest Service and APHIS have developed an on-going and consistent working relationship to help protect U.S. forests from non-native forest insect and disease pests.

Key actions taken by the Forest Service to combat invasive species:

· Collaborated with APHIS, States, and other partners in implementing eradication programs for new introductions of invasive species including: 

· Eurasian spruce beetle, in Indiana, Pennsylvania and New Jersey  1987-1995,

· Asian gypsy moth from North Carolina, Oregon and Washington  1992-1996,

· European gypsy moth from Utah  1989-1994,

· Asian long-horned beetle from New York and Illinois 1997-2000,

· Miconia in Hawaii 1996-2000

· Provide technical input to APHIS regulatory decisions by evaluating the potential for introducing invasive pests via wood imports. Completed pest risk assessments for the proposed importation of wood and wood products from Russia, New Zealand, Mexico, and South America and solid wood packing materials from all sources.

· Cooperate with foreign governments in source countries of potential invasive species in reducing the risk of movement of these species to the U.S.  FHP cooperated with Russia to establish a monitoring system in Russia's Far East ports to provide early warning of increasing Asian gypsy moth populations. FHP is also working with Brazil on management strategies to reduce populations of Sirex woodwasp. 

· Through the Insect and Disease Study Group, North American Forestry Commission, the Forest Service is taking the lead role to complete jointly with Mexico and Canada, and APHIS, a worldwide listing of foreign insect and disease organisms that pose a threat to North America. This listing will be used by the three countries to refine their regulatory requirements and quarantine lists, and to assign detection and research priorities.

Future Actions:
With anticipated increases in international trade, the risk of new introductions will increase.  Every vigilant effort by APHIS and the plant pest regulatory agencies of Mexico and Canada will be necessary. International cooperation and vigilance will continue to be critical. However, despite the best efforts of all parties, some new introductions will inevitably occur and we will need to detect and respond to them. The Forest Service plans on continued cooperation with APHIS and with Mexico and Canada in the exclusion of invasive species and response to new introductions: 

· The Forest Service ­ Forest Health Protection staff and APHIS ­ Plant Protection and Quarantine, are developing an MOU between our agencies that will spell out our mutual responsibilities for detection and eradication of future new introductions of exotic forest insects and diseases.  We anticipate that the MOU will provide for early detection and rapid response to new introductions.

· State and Private Forestry and Forest Health Protection will continue to provide support and assistance to the National Council on Invasive Species and the Advisory Committee on Invasive Species on implementing the President’s Executive Order 13112 on Invasive Species.

· Continue to provide funding for a full-time Forest Health Coordinator position in Hawaii and provide funding for Operation Miconia, an extremely invasive plant that presents significant threats to Hawaiian ecosystems.

· Continue Forest Health Protection’s core program of providing entomological and pathological technical assistance to National Forest Systems and Federal, State and Tribal Cooperators on invasive species.

· Continue to provide Federal and Cooperative Suppression funding to Federal, State and Tribal Cooperators on invasive insects and diseases, such as gypsy moth and Asian Long-horned beetle.

· Continue to cooperate with APHIS eradication efforts for new introductions of invasive species.

· Continue to provide technical assistance to National Forest Systems and Federal, State and Tribal cooperators on pesticide-use and pesticide-use training.

· Continue to support the Federal Interagency Committee for the Management of Noxious and Exotic Weeds (FICMNEW).

· Continue to support the Federal Interagency Committee on Invasive Insects and Pathogens (hereafter referred to as MEND for--Managing Exotic Insects and Diseases).

· Continue to provide technical assistance in biological control programs that support the Forest Service noxious weed program.

· Forest Health Protection is currently requesting amended authorities to the Cooperative Forestry Assistance Act of 1978 in the 2002 Farm bill to obtain clear authority to provide funding for invasive plants and restoration on all ownerships.

Authors:  David Thomas and Borys Tkacz

For further information please visit our website:  http://www.fs.fed.us/foresthealth
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