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Key Issues and Expectations for 2001

FHP Sketchmapper Certification:  Aviation safety and management training is considered by the ASWG as a prerequisite for flying aerial survey.  Part of our certification effort is to develop a “Task Book” for new sketchmappers to track necessary training.  The task book system is currently used in most aviation positions in Fire and Aviation.  The ASWG is to develop the first half of the task book, the aviation safety and management section.  The second half of the task book will be developed with a more regional emphasis.  Approved aviation safety courses should have a three-year currency.

Forest Health Monitoring (FHM) funding of Federal aerial surveys (“earmarked” dollars for FHP aerial survey programs).  What are the expectations (“wall-to-wall”, etc.) and funding to accomplish the expectations (FHM dollars for Regional programs).

Further development of the “How to do Aerial Survey” training.  A one time special course was conducted in Kentucky in 2000 and mentoring occurs annually.  There is no course available to new sketchmappers to learn how to do aerial sketchmapping surveys.  The ASWG Training Committee developed a course outline in 2000.

See Appendix 1 for a complete list of Key Issues and Action Items for 2001.

Past Year’s Accomplishments and Focus Areas

The ASWG focused on training, information sharing and technology testing and development.  See Appendix 2 for a complete list of 2000 accomplishments.  

Training:  Thirty-five aerial survey personnel attended the Aerial Survey Aviation Safety and Management (AS2M) training in May 2000.  Over twenty-five personnel participated in two pre-season aerial survey calibration and conformity sessions in the west.  Sixteen State, National Forest and Forest Health Monitoring personnel attended a three day “How to do” aerial survey training in Kentucky.

Information sharing:  Approximately 600 copies of A Guide to Conducting Aerial Sketchmapping Surveys were distributed in the past year.  With the appointment of FHP Unit Aviation Officers (UAO) in each Region and Area there has been much sharing of aviation management plans, project work plans, assistance in aircraft procurement and the writing of job hazard analysis.  

Technology testing and development:  Many aerial survey specialists have used and provided feedback to the continued development of the digital sketchmapping system, working with the Forest Health Technology Enterprise Team (FHTET) and the Remote Sensing Application Center (RSAC).

See Appendix 3 for the ASWG charter and Appendix 4 for the ASWG Strategic Plan.

At this time Marc Roberts, FHP, St Paul Field Office is the lead Co-chair and David Beckman, Idaho Department of Lands is the assistant Co-chair.

