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 Chapter 5.  Beyond the basics

This chapter describes advanced functions available in the WIMS 
system, including:

♦ query blocks and query mode
♦ using wildcards
♦ capturing data
♦ recalculating NFDRS indices.

Query blocks and query mode

A query block is a portion of a form that contains a group of related 
fields used to retrieve records.  In WIMS, the query block is usually 
the top portion of the form.  For example, the top portion of the 
Display Observations form shows the Station ID:, SIG: and Date: fields.

+--------------------------- Display Observation  ----------------------------+
(Station ID: ______ or SIG: ____ ) Type: _ Date: _____________________ Time: __
+-----------------------------------------------------------------------------+

In query mode you can enter some or all of the fields in the query block 
to specify the criteria that WIMS will use to retrieve records.  WIMS 
will retrieve only those records that match all the specified criteria.  To 
initiate the query, you must press <NEW LINE> while the cursor is 
located on the last field in the query block.
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Fields in the query block

Fields in the query block of a WIMS form are shown as shaded in the 
form’s field definitions.  For example, on page 6.13 ‘‘Create Default 
NFDRS Parameters field definitions, the first two fields, ’’Station ID‘‘ 
and ’’Effective Date‘‘ are identified as query block fields.

Field Description and action to be taken

Station ID:
(station number)

Displays the station number.

Be sure this number agrees with the NWS-issued station number.

Effective Date:
(NFDRS effective date)

Enter the creation or last-modified date.

The default effective date is today’s date.

Searching by date

Most WIMS Date: fields allow you to locate information by searching 
for a specific date or by searching using a range of dates.  For 
example:

Format Description
[blank] retrieves records for the last date 

entered for a single station (no 
SIGs allowed)

DD-MMM-YY retrieves records for the specified 
date

DD-MMM-YY-DD-MMM-YY retrieves records that fall between 
or are equal to the specified dates
You can also use a space to separate 
the two dates.

>DD-MMM-YY retrieves records after the 
specified date (up to 3,000 
records)

<DD-MMM-YY retrieves records before the 
specified date (up to 3,000 
records)
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Wildcards

A wildcard query is performed in almost the same manner as a 
keyword search.  The difference is using a special character to tell 
WIMS to find information that generally fits the specified string of 
characters:

% (percent sign) retrieves records that include the specified 
string of characters

_ (underscore) retrieves records that match the substring of 
characters in the specified character position.

& (ampersand) retrieves stations (List Station form only).

You can use wildcards in any query block.

Wildcards and the SEARCH FOR command

You can combine wildcards and use them in conjunction with the 
SEARCH FOR command to narrow the scope of your search.  

For example, to retrieve specific Fire Weather Forecasts, you would 
first enter FWFCST in the Option/Fastpath: field.  Next, enter the 
following search criteria in the Command: field.  The table below 
shows a few sample searches:

Search criteria Description

SEARCH FOR 013095% to retrieve all the Fire Weather 
Forecasts for January 30, 1995 
(01-30-95)

SEARCH FOR 013095%KTBW to retrieve all Tampa Bay Fire 
Weather Forecasts for January 30, 
1995

SEARCH FOR 013_95%KTBW to retrieve all Tampa Bay Fire 
Weather Forecasts for January 30, 
1995 and January 31, 1995.

For more information about the SEARCH FOR command and Private and 
Shared File Directories, see ‘‘Working with Private and Shared File 
Directories’’ in Chapter 10, ‘‘Working with WIMS Utilities.’’
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Wildcards in <List> of values

Many <List> of value screens display more than one column.  The 
first column usually contains valid field entries for the WIMS form.  
The second column usually contains brief field descriptions.  For 
example, the Valid stations for Listing <List> of values screen, which 
appears when you press <F10> from the List Stations form, identifies 
station numbers in the first column (field entry) and the WIMS logon 
IDs of the station’s owners in the second column (description).  

+------------------------------+

+-+----------------------------+

+-+  011202  OPS$FS8919        |

+-+  020106  OPS$BLM1908       |

+-+----------------------------+

|  Valid stations for Listing  |
|                              |
|         Find: ______         |

| | *011199  OPS$FS10602       |

|*|  012701  OPS$FS8919        |
| |  013201  OPS$FS8919        |
| |  015902  OPS$FS8919        |
| |  020104  OPS$BLM1908       |

|v|  020107  OPS$BLM1908       |

field entry description (owner of station)

A wildcard query allows you to search for any set of characters in 
either column.  In this example, you can search for:

♦ a WIMS logon ID
♦ a station number
♦ stations that are owned by a specific WIMS logon ID.

To perform a wildcard query 

1. Move the cursor to the desired field.

2. To display the <List> of values, press <F10>.

Remember, if you press <NEW LINE> to advance to a field and <List> 
displays on the bottom of the WIMS form, a <List> of values is available 
for that field.

3. To move the cursor to the Find: field, press <F12>.
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4. In the Find: field, type % + string of characters to narrow your 
search, then press <F10> again.

You can also use a combination of search criteria, as shown on page 5.3.

Every item in the field entry column or in the description column 
that matches your search criteria displays.

To perform a wildcard query -  example 1

For example, let’s suppose you are looking for all stations that begin 
with the number ‘‘48’’.  

1. To display the List Stations form, type LSTA in the 
Option/Fastpath: field and press <NEW LINE>.

2. To move the cursor to the Station field, press <TAB> once.

3. To display the <List> of values, press <F10>.

4. To move the cursor to the Find: field, press <F12>.

5. In the Find: field, type 48%, then press <F10>.

+------------------------------+

+-+----------------------------+

+-+  480104  OPS$NPS1571       |

+-+  480113  OPS$NPS1571       |

+-+----------------------------+

|  Valid stations for Listing  |
|                              |
|         Find: 48%___         |

| | *480102  OPS$NPS1571       |

|*|  480105  OPS$NPS1571       |
| |  480107  OPS$NPS1571       |
| |  480111  OPS$NPS1571       |
| |  480112  OPS$NPS1571       |

|v|  480114  OPS$NPS1571       |

Every station number that has begins with the number ‘‘48’’ 
displays.
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To perform a wildcard query - example 2

For another example, let’s review the <List> of values screen for the 
Preferred NWS Office: field on the User Profile Change Form.

1. To display the User Profile Change Form, type PROFILE in the 
Option/Fastpath: field and press <NEW LINE>.

2. Using <TAB> and/or arrow keys, move the cursor to the Preferred 
NWS Office: field.

3. To display the <List> of values, press <F10>.

4. To move the cursor to the Find: field, press <F12>.

5. In the Find: field, type %AL, then press <F10>.

The circles show all the occurrences of ‘‘AL’’ in the Valid NWS 
Offices <List> of values. 

+-------------------------------------+

+-+-----------------------------------+

+-+-----------------------------------+

%AL

| | *KABQ Albuqueque, NM              |
| |  KALB Albany, NY                  |
| |  KBHM Birmingham, AL              |
| |  KFSD Sioux Falls, SD             |
| |  KRAL Raleigh, NC                 |
| |  KSLC Salt Lake City, UT          |
+-+  KSLE Salem, OR                   |
| |                                   |

|          Find: ___                  |

|         Valid NWS Offices           |
|                                     |
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To perform a wildcard query - example 3

Now let’s go to the Fire Weather Forecasts form.  Let’s look for all 
Denver, Colorado Fire Weather Forecasts for May 4, 1995.  We will 
use the SEARCH FOR command and specify two search criteria by 
using percent sign (%).

1. In the Option/Fastpath: field, type FWFCST and press 
<NEW LINE>.

2. In the Command: field, type SEARCH FOR 050495%KDEN and 
press <NEW LINE>.

As shown below, every Denver Fire Weather Forecast for May 4, 
1995 displays in the Shared File Directory.  

 M09F                Weather Information Management System            05-May-97 
                         Shared File Directory Listing 

       File type  Name       Short Description                   A B 
       FIRE WX    FXUS7      050495/05:45/KDEN/FIRE WEATHER FCST Y N            
       FIRE WX    FXUS7      050495/22:04/KDEN/FIRE WEATHER FCST Y N            

 Command:  SEARCH FOR 050495%KDEN     
         F2-Help      F3-Previous Screen     F4-Next Screen      F11-Exit       
 _______________________________________________________________________________
                             Page LIST QUEUE            Count: 
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Using the ampersand (&) wildcard

The ampersand (&) allows you to initiate a custom query based on 
any field or combination of fields in the List Stations form
(FASTPATH: LSTA).  

The examples that follow show basic queries you can perform.  However, you 
must be familiar with ORACLE operators employed in the NIFMID 
database.  Additionally, you must type these operators in CAPITAL 
LETTERS and use single quotes around character entries.  For an example of 
using single quote marks, see examples 2 and 3 on the following pages.  For 
more information about ORACLE operators, refer to your ORACLE 
documentation.

To initiate a custom query on the List Stations form - 
example 1

In this example, you will initiate a query to list stations in forecast 
zone 619.

For field names and definitions on the List Stations form, see Chapter 6, 
‘‘Working with station information.’’

From the List Stations form:

1. In the Owner field, type & (ampersand), press <TAB> six times, 
then press <NEW LINE>.

The Query Where pop-up screen for this example is shown on the 
next page.
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+---------------------------  List Stations  ---------------------------------+ 
|  SELECTION PARAMETERS:                                                      | 
|    Owner      Station    Nesdis     Station name         Typ  Obs TM  Agncy | 
| &___________  ______     ________   ____________________  _     __      _   | 
|-----------------------------------------------------------------------------| 
|    Owner      Station ID Nesdis ID  Station name         Typ  Obs TM  Agncy | 
| &___________    ______   ________   ____________________  _     __      _   | 
| ____________    ______   ________   ____________________  _     __      _   | 
| +--------------------------------------------------------------------------+| 
| |                                 Query Where                              || 
| |                                                                          || 
| | Criteria:                ______________________________________________  || 
| |            ____________________________________________________________  || 
| |            ____________________________________________________________  || 
| |            ____________________________________________________________  || 
| |            ____________________________________________________________  || 
| |                                                                          || 
| +--------------------------------------------------------------------------+| 
| ____________    ______   ________   ____________________  _     __      _   | 
|                                                                             | 

+-----------------------------------------------------------------------------+ 
   F2-Help     F5-Show Keys     F11-Exit     F17-Display/Edit Station Detail    
 Press PF1 to execute query, PF11 to return to enter query mode._______________ 
Count: *0                         ENTER QUERY

FCST_ZONE=619

2. At the cursor, type the search criteria, then press <F1> to execute 
the query.

For example, type FCST_ZONE=619 and press <F1>.

The List Stations form shown on the next page redisplays, listing 
every station in the forecast zone ‘‘619.’’
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+---------------------------  List Stations  ---------------------------------+ 
|  SELECTION PARAMETERS:                                                      | 
|    Owner      Station    Nesdis     Station name         Typ  Obs TM  Agncy | 
| &___________  ______     ________   ____________________  _     __      _   | 
|-----------------------------------------------------------------------------| 
|    Owner      Station ID Nesdis ID  Station name         Typ  Obs TM  Agncy | 
| OPS$FS10730_    352913   ________   WILDHORSE___________  2     12      5   | 
| OPS$FS10730_    352813   3245349C   BALD2_______________  4     12      1   | 
| OPS$FS10730_    352917   326252A0   LAWSON______________  4     12      1   | 
| OPS$FS10730_    352915   3245420C   QUAIL2______________  4     12      1   | 
| ____________    ______   ________   ____________________  _     __      _   | 
| ____________    ______   ________   ____________________  _     __      _   | 
| ____________    ______   ________   ____________________  _     __      _   | 
| ____________    ______   ________   ____________________  _     __      _   | 
| ____________    ______   ________   ____________________  _     __      _   | 
| ____________    ______   ________   ____________________  _     __      _   | 
| ____________    ______   ________   ____________________  _     __      _   | 
| ____________    ______   ________   ____________________  _     __      _   | 
| ____________    ______   ________   ____________________  _     __      _   | 
|                                                                             | 
+-----------------------------------------------------------------------------+ 
   F2-Help     F5-Show Keys     F11-Exit     F17-Display/Edit Station Detail    
 ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Count: *4

To initiate a custom query on the List Stations form - 
example 2

In this next example, you will initiate a query to list all manual 
NFDRS stations located in the Pacific Standard Time zone for the state 
of Idaho.

From the Query Where pop-up screen:

♦ At the cursor, type FIPS_STATE=16 AND TIME_ZONE=’PST’ 
AND STATION_TYPE=2 and press <F1>.

The Query Where pop-up screen for this example is shown on the 
next page.
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+---------------------------  List Stations  ---------------------------------+ 
|  SELECTION PARAMETERS:                                                      | 
|    Owner      Station    Nesdis     Station name         Typ  Obs TM  Agncy | 
| &___________  ______     ________   ____________________  _     __      _   | 
|-----------------------------------------------------------------------------| 
|    Owner      Station ID Nesdis ID  Station name         Typ  Obs TM  Agncy | 
| &___________    ______   ________   ____________________  _     __      _   | 
| ____________    ______   ________   ____________________  _     __      _   | 
| +--------------------------------------------------------------------------+| 
| |                                 Query Where                              || 
| |                                                                          || 
| | Criteria:  FIPS_STATE=16 AND TIME_ZONE=’PST’ AND STATION_TYPE=2________  || 
| |            ____________________________________________________________  || 
| |            ____________________________________________________________  || 
| |            ____________________________________________________________  || 
| |            ____________________________________________________________  || 
| |                                                                          || 
| +--------------------------------------------------------------------------+| 
| ____________    ______   ________   ____________________  _     __      _   | 
|                                                                             | 

+-----------------------------------------------------------------------------+ 
   F2-Help     F5-Show Keys     F11-Exit     F17-Display/Edit Station Detail    
 Press PF1 to execute query, PF11 to return to enter query mode._______________ 
Count: *0                         ENTER QUERY

The List Stations form that redisplays is shown below.

+---------------------------  List Stations  ---------------------------------+ 
|  SELECTION PARAMETERS:                                                      | 
|    Owner      Station    Nesdis     Station name         Typ  Obs TM  Agncy | 

| &___________  ______     ________   ____________________  _     __      _   | 

|-----------------------------------------------------------------------------| 
|    Owner      Station ID Nesdis ID  Station name         Typ  Obs TM  Agncy | 

| OPS$FS11988_    101037   ________   SLATE CREEK_________  2     13      1   | 

| OPS$FS11988_    101013   ________   FENN________________  2     13      1   | 

| OPS$FS6392__    100714   ________   DENT________________  2     13      5   | 

| OPS$FS11988_    101043   ________   CHAIR POINT_________  2     13      1   | 

| OPS$FS11960_    100101   ________   BONNER______________  2     13      1   | 

| OPS$FS11960_    100204   100_____   PRIEST LAKE_________  2     13      1   | 

| OPS$FS11960_    100307   100307__   HAYDEN LAKE_________  2     13      1   | 

| OPS$FS11960_    100403   ________   CLARKIA_____________  2     13      1   | 

| OPS$FS11960_    100420   ________   AVERY_______________  2     13      1   | 

| ____________    ______   ________   ____________________  _     __      _   | 

| ____________    ______   ________   ____________________  _     __      _   | 

| ____________    ______   ________   ____________________  _     __      _   | 

| ____________    ______   ________   ____________________  _     __      _   | 

|                                                                             | 
+-----------------------------------------------------------------------------+ 

   F2-Help     F5-Show Keys     F11-Exit     F17-Display/Edit Station Detail
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To initiate a custom query on the List Stations form - 
example 3

In this next example, you will initiate a query to list all BLM stations 
located on a ridge or mountain top between 4,000 and 5,000 feet of 
elevation in the state of Idaho.

From the Query Where pop-up screen:

♦ At the cursor, type OBSERVING_AGENCY=2 AND 
FIPS_STATE=16 AND SITE=3 AND ELEVATION>4000 AND 
ELEVATION<5000 and press <F1>.

The Query Where pop-up screen for this example is shown below.

+---------------------------  List Stations  ---------------------------------+ 
|  SELECTION PARAMETERS:                                                      | 
|    Owner      Station    Nesdis     Station name         Typ  Obs TM  Agncy | 
| &___________  ______     ________   ____________________  _     __      _   | 
|-----------------------------------------------------------------------------| 
|    Owner      Station ID Nesdis ID  Station name         Typ  Obs TM  Agncy | 
| &___________    ______   ________   ____________________  _     __      _   | 
| ____________    ______   ________   ____________________  _     __      _   | 
| +--------------------------------------------------------------------------+| 
| |                                 Query Where                              || 
| |                                                                          || 
| | Criteria:  OBSERVING_AGENCY=2 AND FIPS_STATE=16 AND SITE=3 AND ________  || 
| |            ELEVATION>4000 AND ELEVATION<5000___________________________  || 
| |            ____________________________________________________________  || 
| |            ____________________________________________________________  || 
| |            ____________________________________________________________  || 
| |                                                                          || 
| +--------------------------------------------------------------------------+| 
| ____________    ______   ________   ____________________  _     __      _   | 
|                                                                             | 

+-----------------------------------------------------------------------------+ 
   F2-Help     F5-Show Keys     F11-Exit     F17-Display/Edit Station Detail    
 Press PF1 to execute query, PF11 to return to enter query mode._______________ 
Count: *0                         ENTER QUERY

The List Stations form that redisplays is shown on the next page.
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+---------------------------  List Stations  ---------------------------------+ 
|  SELECTION PARAMETERS:                                                      | 
|    Owner      Station    Nesdis     Station name         Typ  Obs TM  Agncy | 
| &___________  ______     ________   ____________________  _     __      _   | 
|-----------------------------------------------------------------------------| 
|    Owner      Station ID Nesdis ID  Station name         Typ  Obs TM  Agncy | 
| OPS$BLM1302_    101501   325333CC   WILLOW RIDGE________  4     11      2   | 
| OPS$BLM2201_    103401   ________   NOTCHB______________  2     13      2   | 
| ____________    ______   ________   ____________________  _     __      _   | 
| ____________    ______   ________   ____________________  _     __      _   | 
| ____________    ______   ________   ____________________  _     __      _   | 
| ____________    ______   ________   ____________________  _     __      _   | 
| ____________    ______   ________   ____________________  _     __      _   | 
| ____________    ______   ________   ____________________  _     __      _   | 
| ____________    ______   ________   ____________________  _     __      _   | 
| ____________    ______   ________   ____________________  _     __      _   | 
| ____________    ______   ________   ____________________  _     __      _   | 
| ____________    ______   ________   ____________________  _     __      _   | 
| ____________    ______   ________   ____________________  _     __      _   | 
|                                                                             | 
+-----------------------------------------------------------------------------+ 
   F2-Help     F5-Show Keys     F11-Exit     F17-Display/Edit Station Detail

To initiate a custom query on the List Stations form - 
example 4

In this final example, you will initiate a query to list all Forest Service 
NFDRS-RAWS stations in Del Norte, California.

From the Query Where pop-up screen:

♦ At the cursor, type OBSERVING_AGENCY=1 AND 
STATION_TYPE=4 AND FIPS_STATE=06 AND 
FIPS_CNTY=015 and press <F1>.

The Query Where pop-up screen for this example in shown on the 
next page.
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+---------------------------  List Stations  ---------------------------------+ 
|  SELECTION PARAMETERS:                                                      | 
|    Owner      Station    Nesdis     Station name         Typ  Obs TM  Agncy | 
| &___________  ______     ________   ____________________  _     __      _   | 
|-----------------------------------------------------------------------------| 
|    Owner      Station ID Nesdis ID  Station name         Typ  Obs TM  Agncy | 
| &___________    ______   ________   ____________________  _     __      _   | 
| ____________    ______   ________   ____________________  _     __      _   | 
| +--------------------------------------------------------------------------+| 
| |                                 Query Where                              || 
| |                                                                          || 
| | Criteria:  OBSERVING_AGENCY=1 AND STATION_TYPE=4 AND FIPS_STATE=06 AND _ || 
| |            FIPS_CNTY=015 ______________________________________________  || 
| |            ____________________________________________________________  || 
| |            ____________________________________________________________  || 
| |            ____________________________________________________________  || 
| |                                                                          || 
| +--------------------------------------------------------------------------+| 
| ____________    ______   ________   ____________________  _     __      _   | 
|                                                                             | 

+-----------------------------------------------------------------------------+ 
   F2-Help     F5-Show Keys     F11-Exit     F17-Display/Edit Station Detail    
 Press PF1 to execute query, PF11 to return to enter query mode._______________ 
Count: *0                         ENTER QUERY

The List Stations form that redisplays is shown below.

+---------------------------  List Stations  ---------------------------------+ 
|  SELECTION PARAMETERS:                                                      | 
|    Owner      Station    Nesdis     Station name         Typ  Obs TM  Agncy | 
| &___________  ______     ________   ____________________  _     __      _   | 
|-----------------------------------------------------------------------------| 
|    Owner      Station ID Nesdis ID  Station name         Typ  Obs TM  Agncy | 
| OPS$FS10730_    040106   3267B692   CRAZY PEAK__________  4     12      1   | 
| ____________    ______   ________   ____________________  _     __      _   | 
| ____________    ______   ________   ____________________  _     __      _   | 
| ____________    ______   ________   ____________________  _     __      _   | 
| ____________    ______   ________   ____________________  _     __      _   | 
| ____________    ______   ________   ____________________  _     __      _   | 
| ____________    ______   ________   ____________________  _     __      _   | 
| ____________    ______   ________   ____________________  _     __      _   | 
| ____________    ______   ________   ____________________  _     __      _   | 
| ____________    ______   ________   ____________________  _     __      _   | 
| ____________    ______   ________   ____________________  _     __      _   | 
| ____________    ______   ________   ____________________  _     __      _   | 
| ____________    ______   ________   ____________________  _     __      _   | 
|                                                                             | 
+-----------------------------------------------------------------------------+ 
   F2-Help     F5-Show Keys     F11-Exit     F17-Display/Edit Station Detail
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Capturing data

Capturing data allows you to copy WIMS information from your 
screen to a file in your Private File Directory Listing.

You have several ways to capture weather information in WIMS.  You 
can:

♦ copy reports to your Private File Directory
♦ send reports to other WIMS user IDs.

For more information about your Private File Directory Listing, see ‘‘Your 
Private File Directory’’ in Chapter 10, ‘‘Working with WIMS Utilities.’’

For more information about sending files to other WIMS users, see ‘‘Moving 
fields around’’ in Chapter 10, ‘‘Working with WIMS Utilities.’’

DATA CAPTURE FOR OBS/FCST/NFDR form

WIMS Main Menu
DATA

FIRE
UTIL

1. Data Entry & Manipulation
2. Weather & Fire Services
3. WIMS Utilities

Data Capture OBS/FCST/NFDR

____  ______________ _________ _____
____  ______________ _________ _____

____  ______________ _________ _____
____  ______________ _________ _____
____  ______________ _________ _____
____  ______________ _________ _____

OBS
FCST

STA
DNFDR
     PLST

1. Observations 
2. Forecasts 
3. Station Information
4. Natl Fire Danger Rating
 

Data Entry & Manipulation

5. Data Capture OBS/FCST/NFDR

By using the DATA CAPTURE FOR OBS/FCST/NFDR form, you can 
specify search criteria to generate individual reports.  The report is 
then placed in your Private File Directory.

To access the DATA CAPTURE FOR OBS/FCST/NFDR form

♦ In the Option/Fastpath: field, type PLST and press <NEW LINE>.
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PLST form

+--------------------------------------------------------------+
|                  DATA CAPTURE FOR OBS/FCST/NFDR              |
|   Enter the following information and press F14 to complete  |
|   The Data Capture request.  This request will produced one  |
|   file in your PFILE directory (PLST-RPT).  The report may   |
|   contain the following:   OBS-LIST, or NFDR-LIST for        |
|   Observations, or FCST-LIST, or NFDR-LIST for Forecast if   |
|   there is valid data for your selection.  .                 |
|                                                              |
|      Station ID:   ______             RECORD COUNTS:         |
|           or                                                 |
|       SIG Name:    _____              OBS:         ______    |
|                                       OBS-NFDR:    ______    |
|          Type:    _                   FCST:        ______    |
|                                       FCST-NFDR:   ______    |
|         Date:    16-MAY-97                                   |
|                                                              |
|     F5-Show Keys      F11-Exit          F14-Data Capture     |
+--------------------------------------------------------------+

 Enter a Station ID between 010101 and 509999._______________________________
Count: *0

PLST field definitions

Field Description and action to be taken

Station ID:
(station number)
− or − 

Enter the number of the station for the data you want to 
capture.
− or − 

SIG Name:
(Special Interest Group 
name)

Enter the name of the SIG for the data you want to capture.

Type:
(observation type)

Enter the type of observation.

Date:
(observation date)

Enter the date the observation was recorded.

OBS:
(number of observations)

Displays the number of records captured by WIMS for 
observations.

OBS-NFDR:
(number of NFDRS 
observations)

Displays the number of records captured by WIMS for 
observations that contain NFDRS data.

FCST:
(number of forecasts)

Displays the number of records captured by WIMS for 
forecasts.
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FCST-NFDR:
(number of NFDRS 
forecasts)

Displays the number of records captured by WIMS for 
forecasts that contain NFDRS data.

To capture data for an observation 

From the DATA CAPTURE FOR OBS/FCST/NFDR form:

1. In the Station ID: field, type the station number of the station for 
the new observation and press <TAB>.

or

In the SIG: field, type the Special Interest Group name and press 
<TAB>.

2. In the Type: field, type the observation type and press <TAB>.

You may leave this field blank.

3. In the Date: field, type the date the observation was recorded and 
press <CTRL> + <F2> (<F14>).  For A2B or SimPC, press <SHIFT> 
+ <F2>.

Info:  1 Reports been captured.  See PFILE.

displays on the bottom of the DATA CAPTURE FOR 
OBS/FCST/NFDR form.

The information you captured is saved in a file in your Private File 
Directory.

Although this function key does not appear on the form, you may press 
<F1> to capture the report.

4. To return to the previous menu, press <F11>.

For more information about your Private File Directory Listing, see ‘‘Your 
Private File Directory’’ in Chapter 10, ‘‘Working with WIMS Utilities.’’
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To capture specific search criteria into a report - an 
example

Suppose you want to capture an NFDRS Index (DIDX) report for 
station ‘‘52704.’’  You specify a date range from May 01, 1997 to May 
15, 1997 and want to capture only regular (Type=O) observations.

1. In the Option/Fastpath: field, type DIDX and press <NEW LINE>.

2. Complete the desired fields in the query block as shown below, 
then press <NEW LINE>.

+--------------------------  Display NFDR (Index)  ---------------------------+ 
| (Station ID:  52704_ or SIG:  ____ )  Type:  O  Date:  01-MAY-97  15-MAY-97_| 
+-----------------------------------------------------------------------------+ 
  Station  Obs  Ob O 
    ID     Date Tm T  MSGC WS WDY HRB 1H 10 HU TH  IC  SC  EC  BI  FL SL R KBDI 
  52704_ 051595 12 O 7F3A2 15  60   5  5  6 12 18  59  38  22  66  47 1_ L   5  
  52704_ 051595 12 O 7T3A2 15  60   5  5  6 12 18  57  88  16  85  61 4_ V   5  
  52704_ 051595 12 O 7H3A2 15  60   5  5  6 12 18  58   8  23  32  24 1_ L   5  
  52704_ 051495 12 O 7F3A2  4  60   6  6  7 15 19  28   8  14  27  21 1_ L   3  
  52704_ 051495 12 O 7T3A2  4  60   6  6  7 15 19  23  22  14  42  31 1_ L   3  
  52704_ 051495 12 O 7H3A2  4  60   6  6  7 15 19  28   3  18  18  15 1_ L   3  
  52704_ 051395 12 O 7F3A2  7  60   8  8 10 18 19  20  11   7  22  16 1_ L   1  
  52704_ 051395 12 O 7T3A2  7  60   8  8 10 18 19  17  31   8  37  26 1_ L   1  
  52704_ 051395 12 O 7H3A2  7  60   8  8 10 18 19  19   3  12  16  11 1_ L   1  
  52704_ 051295 12 O 7F3A2  3  60  16 16 25 19 19   0   0   0   0   7 1_ L   1  
  52704_ 051295 12 O 7T3A2  3  60  16 16 25 19 19   0   0   0   0   7 1_ L   1  
  52704_ 051295 12 O 7H3A2  3  60  16 16 25 19 19   1   1   2   5   8 1_ L   1  
  52704_ 051195 12 O 7F3A2  9  60   6  6  8 14 17  33  14  14  34  25 1_ L  55  
  52704_ 051195 12 O 7T3A2  9  60   6  6  8 14 17  30  45  13  56  40 1_ L  55  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
       F2-Help     F5-Show Keys     F11-Exit     F17-Expanded Display 

 ______________________________________________________________________________ 
Count:  14          v 

3. To capture this information, press <CTRL> + <F2> (<F14>).  For 
A2B or SimPC, press <SHIFT> + <F2>.

The message:

Data Capture is complete.  See PFILE

displays on the bottom of the Display NFDR (Index) form.

You can now browse and/or print the report from your Private 
File Directory.
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Other available forms for capturing data

You can also capture data from the following WIMS forms:

To capture: Access: FASTPATH:

observation data Display Observation form DOBS

point forecast data Display Point Forecast form DPFCST

trend forecast data Display Trend Forecast form DTFCST

station information Display/Edit General Station 
Information form or the List Stations 
form

ESTA or 
LSTA

default NFDRS 
parameters

Display/Edit Default Parameters 
form

ENFDR

NFDRS parameters:

index format Display NFDR (Index) form DIDX

moisture format Display NFDR Moisture (Index) form DIDM

manager’s format Display NFDR (Manager) form DMGR

short format Display NFDR (Short) form DSHR

abbreviated format Display NFDR (Abbrv) form DABR

weighted averages Display NFDRS Weighted Averages DAVG
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Obtaining screen captures

Another way to copy WIMS information is by capturing the WIMS 
menu or form that is being displayed on your screen.

To obtain a screen capture from your DG - an example

You will be using TC_IBM on the DG to copy each screen, one page at a 
time.  If you do not specify the entire CLI directory, including the Drawer 
and Folder names, your screens will be saved to your IS Staff, Drawer, and 
Folder that you used when you signed on to WIMS.

In this example, you will save your screen to your current CLI directory, 
KCIBM:KCIBMFILES.

From the WIMS menu or form you want to capture:

1. To open a screen file, press <CTRL> + <SHIFT> + <F3>.

The message:

File for screens?

displays on the bottom of your screen.

2. Using a valid DG file name, type the name of the file at the cursor.  
In this example, you will name the screen file ‘‘TEST’’.

If the file already exists, TC_IBM will append the output to the end of 
the file.  Otherwise, it will create a new file.

The message:

Screens will write to new file 
:D5:STAFF:SPF:KCIBM:KCIBMFILES:TEST

displays on the bottom of your screen.

A slightly different file name may display on the bottom of your screen.
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3. To capture the menu or form displayed on your screen, press 
<CTRL> + <SHIFT> + <F6>.

You can use FASTPATHs and/or function keys to advance to any other 
WIMS menus or forms you want to capture.  However, you must press 
<CTRL> + <SHIFT> + <F6> for every screen you want to capture.

4. To close the screen file, press <CTRL> + <SHIFT> + <F4>.

The message:

Screen file closed.

displays on the bottom of your screen.

You can now continue your WIMS session, or exit WIMS and move 
your screen file to a personal directory using DG commands.

To view the DG screen capture file during your WIMS 
session

♦ Press <CTRL> + <SHIFT> + <F2> to shell to CLI.  From CLI, you 
can enter any DG command.

To print the screen file you must first exit CLI and return to your WIMS 
session.  To exit CLI, type BYE.

To obtain a screen capture from your personal computer

♦ Most personal computers allow you to capture the current screen 
by pressing <Print Scrn>.  

While running the MS Windows Print Manager, you can click Print 
from the File menu, then enter the file name to save the screen as a PC 
file.  Other software utility programs are available to capture a screen 
and save it as a PC file.  For more information, contact your personal 
computer support staff member.
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Recalculating NFDRS indices

You must be owner of the station or authorized on the Access Control List to 
edit any observation for that station.  

If you change field values of an observation or carryover NFDRS 
parameters, WIMS must recalculate any related NFDRS index:

♦ For edits that you perform on today’s observations, WIMS 
automatically recalculates the NFDRS indices when you press 
<F1> to save.

♦ For edits that you perform on either observations or NFDRS 
parameters for a previous date, you must tell WIMS to recalculate 
a range of NFDRS indices from the date they represented or were 
effective.

♦ Edits to NFDRS parameters automatically become effective the 
day they are performed.

Recalculate NFDRS indices whenever those values are in question.  Usually, 
review at least 30 days of weather observations to determine if there are any 
trends of questionable NFDRS indices.  Reviewing observations that are 
seven days old or less to determine this trend is generally not sufficient.

To recalculate NFDRS indices

From the Edit Observation form:

1. To recalculate NFDRS components, press <CTRL> + <F5> 
(<F17>).  For A2B or SimPC, press <SHIFT> + <F5>.
+------------------------------------------------+

|     Enter NFDRS Recalculation Parameters       |

+------------------------------------------------+

| Station ID:  ______  _____________________     |

|                                                |

| Observation Date(s):  From:  ________          |

|                         To:  today’s date      |

|                                                |

| F5-Help  F5-Show Keys  F11-Exit  F17-Recalc    |

+------------------------------------------------+
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2. In the Station ID: field, type the station number of the edited 
observation and press <TAB>.

3. In the Observation Date(s): fields, type the From and To 
observation dates of the observation(s) you want to recalculate 
and press <TAB>.

4. In the Observation Type: field, type the observation type and press 
<CTRL> + <F5> (<F17>).  For A2B or SimPC, press <SHIFT> + 
<F5>.

WIMS determines the amount of time required to recalculate the 
observation(s).  The example below shows a typical message that 
displays on your screen.

             +-----------------------------------------------+

             |     Enter NFDRS Recalculation Parameters      |

+----------------------------------------------------------------------------+

| There are 1____ observations to recalc.  It will take about .03 Minutes    |

|                                                                            |

|                         Continue with recalc?  Y                           |

+----------------------------------------------------------------------------+

             |                                               |

             |   Observation Type:  __                       |

             | F5-Help  F5-Show Keys  F11-Exit  F17-Recalc   |

             +-----------------------------------------------+

5. To continue with the recalculation process, press <NEW LINE>.

To cancel, type N and press <NEW LINE>.

6. To save the changes you made to the observation, press <F1>.

Enter a single station or enter a SIG name

displays on the bottom of the Edit Observation form.

WIMS uses the current NFDRS parameters specified for the station to 
recalculate NFDRS indices. 
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