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	United States

Department of

Agriculture
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Service
	Washington

Office
	1400 Independence Avenue, SW

Washington, DC  20250



	File Code:
	5100-3
	Date:
	October 6, 2006

	Route To:
	 

	
	

	Subject:
	All Hazards Training Requirements   

	
	

	To:
	Regional Foresters, Station Directors, Area Director, IITF Director, Deputy Chiefs and WO Staff   

	
	


The President issued Homeland Security Presidential Directive No. 5 (HSPD-5) in 2003.  One of the primary intentions of HSPD-5 is “to prevcnt, prepare for, respond to, and recover from terrorist attacks, major disasters, and other emergencies, the United States Government shall establish a single, comprehensive approach to domestic incident management.”  In response to HSPD-5, the Department of Homeland Security initiated the National Incident Management System (NIMS) and the NIMS Integration Center (NIC) to better prepare for, respond to, and recover from All-Hazards incidents.
The obligation to remain a willing partner on All-Hazards response was reinforced in the letter signed by the Chief on May 31, 2006.  To fulfill the training requirements of the NIC, all individuals (including AD hires) qualified for incident response or support must complete additional training.  All first responders (anyone with an Incident Qualification Card) must complete “National Incident Management System (NIMS), An Introduction” (IS-700).  All middle/upper level managers which includes Strike Team/Task Force Leaders and above, Unit Leaders and above, Command and General Staff members, MAC Group Staff, and Dispatch/Coordination Center Managers must complete “National Response Plan (NRP), An Introduction” (IS-800).  Each course can take up to four hours.

The IS-700 and IS-800 courses are at the following providers:
· AgLearn – On-line (Password protected site and may require you to submit a Social Security Number) at http://www.aglearn.usda.gov/
· AgLearn – Download course materials for local presentation (Password protected site) at http://www.aglearn.usda.gov/
· Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) – Emergency Management Institute (EMI) – On-line or downloadable at http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/IS/is700.asp and/or http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/IS/is800.asp
· Forest Service – Materials for an updated and approved IS-700 will be provided to local course coordinators by their Regional Training Officer.

The NIC has also established Incident Command System course requirements (I-100, I-200, etc.), but the NIC standards are equivalent to or lower than the “I” courses criteria outlined in FSH 5109.17, therefore no additional “I” courses should be necessary.

Certificates of completion may be issued automatically on-line or by mail for a downloaded “hard-copy” course.  A copy of the certificate should be provided to the appropriate certifying official and/or Incident Qualification System (IQCS) administrator.

Regional Foresters, Station Directors, Area Director, IITF Director, Deputy Chiefs                    2

and WO Staff 

All affected employees shall complete the applicable training requirement(s) by June 1, 2007.

Contact Jim Barnett, Branch Chief, Fire Training at 208-387-5350 or Steve Gage, Emergency Management Specialist at 202-205-1558.

	

	/s/ James E. Hubbard

	JAMES E. HUBBARD

	Deputy Chief, State and Private Forestry


cc:  Robert H Cunningham

Ted Moore

Jerome P Macdonald

Mike Dudley

Russell Witwer

Michael J Spencer

William G Reynolds

John Grosman   
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