Stages of NHD Development

1 – Proposed – The subbasin is “firmly” proposed for NHD development.  For contract work it means a work order has been issued but the work is still in price negotiation.  For in-house USGS processing the subbasin is being evaluation for data source needs and a Statement of Work is being prepared.  No estimated date for completion is available at this stage.  Completion is considered to be the date when the subbasin is available for distribution in NHDinArc format.

2 – In Production – This stage begins when a subbasin is included in an approved Statement of Work for in-house USGS production or part of an approved subtask work order for Forest Service or USGS contract production.  The estimated date for completion is determined at this time.  Once actual work has begun it normally takes two to three months to complete production for a subbasin.  However, the estimated completion date may be further out depending on the amount of work approved and in line in front of any particular subbasin.  

3 – QA/QC (Quality Approval/Quality Control) Approved – This stage starts when production is completed (includes an initial QA/QC).  Additional QA/QC and review by the USGS occurs at this stage.  For contracting this stage begins when the subbasin has been delivered to the USGS with an error free QA/QC report.  It normally takes 2-3 weeks for QA/QC Approval. If it does not pass, it is sent back to production facility for corrections.

4 – Feature Operational Database (FOD) Processing – This is the stage where the USGS drives the process of loading the NHD into the FOD.  It involves establishing all possible inter-subbasin connections, flow validation is finalized, and re-leveling is accomplished.  The subbasin NHD must meet stringent FOD requirements at this stage.  Estimating the time required for this stage has been the most problematic for the USGS.  The problems encountered here are complex and require experienced specialist to solve. In some cases the stage has taken up to 30 person-days to complete.  

5- Distributable – Achieving this status means the subbasin is available for download in the NHDinArc format.  The “completed date” is the date when this status is reached. 

