Douglas Ranger District, Coronado National Forest, Douglas, Arizona

Hispanic Fire Fighter Recognition
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Fernando (Fernie) Flores:  Great effort throughout a difficult and busy fire season in maintaining crew moral and safety.  Exceptional performance as a Type III Incident Commander on the “Long” and “Buckskin” Fires; managing many personnel and multiple resources on multiple shifts and making sound decisions to maintain safety in a difficult fire season.
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Larry Martinez:  Excellent performance as a crew leader and assisting in the management of the extended attack of the “Darnell” fire during its “blow-up” on July 4, 2002.  Larry exhibited true leadership and was instrumental in maintaining crew safety and successful suppression tactics in the face of extreme fire behavior and threatened homes.
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Manuel (Manny) Gil:  As the Assistant Helitack Foreman for the Portal Heli-rapell crew (H-318), Manny was successful at maintaining crew moral and safe operations throughout the 2002 fire season.  He made a major contribution to the crew and to Region by supervising the crew and the helicopter operations on numerous occasions in order for the Foreman to support the local Type I Incident Management Team.
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Ruben Morales:  Ruben dedicated himself early in the year to overseeing the operations of the District Fire Program as the Acting AFMO.  He continued throughout the season to ensure the District fire organization ran smoothly, safely, and effectively.  Ruben also contributed to managing the local Heli-rapell crew to relieve other supervisors in this busy fire season while maintaining his duties as the AFMO.  Ruben logged many long hours; both on fires and in the office to support our crews.

