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USDA Forest Service -Chattahoochee-Oconee National Forests 
Rabun County, Georgia 

 
DECISION & PURPOSE AND NEED: 

I have decided to approve the proposal to implement Soil and Water improvements on Chastain Branch in 
Habersham County, the Stonewall Knob area in Rabun County, and the “Town Hole” site on the Tallulah 
River in Towns County.  This project is needed to improve watershed conditions and address water quality 
problems occurring from recreation uses.  Proposed treatments would result in reductions in erosion, 
sedimentation and soil productivity loss, and improve aquatic habitat conditions in adjacent streams.   

Treatments for the Chastain Branch site will include laying back the sides of the upper section and 
installing gully plugs; constructing check dams and waterbars as needed; reshaping the old road bed to 
contour in 3-5 locations along the section of trail to be closed; (these sections will be seeded and mulched 
and stabilized with either jute matting or coconut fiber matting) reshaping and graveling one location along 
the road that crosses a side stream to Chastain Branch; and installing “tank traps” at both ends of the 
section to be closed.  In addition to these items, several other treatments have been identified in the area 
that will be completed.  These include but are not limited to:  the installation of guard rail in various 
locations to block access by ATV’s, closing of wildcat trails in the vicinity, and the installation of 
additional silt fencing. (Refer to attached map) 

Treatments for the Stonewall Knob area will include providing drainage to numerous mud holes along the 
main road in the area; closing all side trails off of this road with berms, tank traps, and vegetation; and 
installing check dams and Coweeta dips, (gravel will be placed on the Coweeta dips to extend the life of 
these structures).  There are two very steep and entrenched locations toward the upper end of this area that 
will have the sides laid back to facilitate revegetation and gully plugs will be installed to arrest further 
erosion of these two sites. 

Treatments for the Tallulah River site will consist of constructing two Coweeta dips along the access road, 
placing gravel on the trail to the 2nd campsite, closing access to the 3rd campsite with a berm, restricting site 
expansion at the 1st and 2nd campsite with vegetation, rocks, and ground disturbance, and improving the 
existing berm that blocks the old ford.  This will also include providing drainage to numerous mud holes 
along the main road in the area. 

The treatments sites are located within the following Management Prescription Areas as described in 
Chapter 3 of the 2004 Land and Resource Management Plan (FLMP) for the Chattahoochee and Oconee 
National Forests. 

Treatment Area Comp(s) Stand(s) Mgmt. Rx Rx Area Title 

Chastain Branch 247 15,45 6.B Areas Managed to Restore or Maintain 
Old-Growth Characteristics. 

   7.E.1 Dispersed Recreation Areas 
Stonewall Knob 84 5, 23, 24 8.A.1 Mix of Successional Forest Habitats 
 87 5, 6, 11, 12, 13, 15, 

17, 18, 21, 22, 23, 
26, 30, 32, 36

9.H Management, Maintenance, and 
Restoration of Plant Associations to 
their Ecological Potential 

Tallulah River 134 2 4.H Forest Designated Outstandingly 
Remarkable Streams. 

All Three    11 Riparian Corridor 
 

I have determined that these actions fall within Category 4 of the Forest Service Handbook 1909.15, 
Section 31.12, “repair and maintenance of recreation sites and facilities.” for categorical exclusions.  Parts 
of the actions also fall within Category 1 of the Forest Service Handbook 1909.15, Section 31.2, 
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“Construction and reconstruction of trails.”  These actions have been determined to have no significant 
effect on the quality of the human environment, either individually or cumulatively, and are therefore 
categorically excluded from documentation in an Environmental Impact Statement or an Environmental 
Assessment. 
 
Based on the results of internal and external scoping, I have determined that no extraordinary 
circumstances exist that could cause the action involved with this project to have significant effects.   
 
 
PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT 
A scoping letter was mailed on March 3, 2008 to those individuals and organizations that have requested 
notification of this type of project.  Five comments were received.  These comments identified concerns 
with closing campsites, exposing bare soils, and identified additional treatments that were needed in the 
project areas.  The project was modified to address some of these concerns. (Project File). 
 
FINDINGS REQUIRED BY OTHER LAWS 
These actions are consistent with the FLMP for the Management Prescription Areas identified in the table 
above.  The project adheres to the applicable standards and monitoring requirements in Chapter 2 of the 
FLMP for these Management Prescription Areas. 
 
These projects comply with the seven requirements of 36 CFR 219.27(b) by following the Forest-wide 
standards as mentioned above.  These requirements include goals for the area; potential effects on residual 
biota and adjacent biota; site productivity and the conservation of soil and water resources; and the desired 
effects on the environment.  
 
 No Proposed, Endangered, Threatened or Sensitive (PETS) plants or animals were present in these project 
locations during inventories.  The biological evaluation completed for these projects determined that there 
would not be any adverse effects on species of special concern. (Project File). 
 
These actions comply with the National Historic Preservation Act.  (Project File). 
  
The project will have no adverse impacts on the water quality with the use of State approved Best 
Management Practices.  These projects also meet the guidelines set forth in Executive Order 11988 for 
Floodplain Management.  State-approved Best Management Practices will be employed and this project 
will comply with the Clean Water Act. 
 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW OR APPEAL OPPORTUNITIES 
This decision is not subject to appeal pursuant to 36 CFR 215.12(f) 
 
IMPLEMENTATION DATE 
This project may be implemented immediately.  This project is scheduled to begin in the summer of 2008. 
 
CONTACT PERSON 
For further information concerning this decision contact Allen Smith by phone, letter, e-mail, or in person. 
The address of the Chattooga River Ranger District office is 809 Highway 441 South, Clayton, GA 30525, 
and the phone number is (706) 782-3320. Contact Allen by e-mail at asmith02@fs.fed.us. 
 
 
 
SIGNATURE AND DATE OF RESPONSIBLE OFFICIAL 
 
 
       
   /s/ David W. Jensen        April 30, 2008 
   
David W. Jensen         Date 
District Ranger, Chattooga River Ranger District 


