United States Forest Chattahoochee-Oconee 6050 Appalachian Highway
Department of Service National Forests Blue Ridge, GA 30513
Agriculture Toccoa Ranger District (706) 632-3031

Fax: (706) 632-5552

File Code:  1950/2330 Date: July 5, 2005

Subject:  Anderson Creek OHV Trail System

Dear Concerned Citizen:

The Toccoa Ranger District is inviting you to comment on the following proposed actions to take
place at the Anderson Creek Off-Highway Vehicle (OHV) Trail System located 20 miles east of
Ellijay, Georgia in Gilmer County.

This proposal calls for the permanent closure and rehabilitation of all trails incorporated in the
Anderson Creek OHV Trail System. The trail system was placed under a temporary Supervisor’s
closure order in fall 2003 pursuant to the provisions of 16 U.S.C, Section 551 and Title 36
C.F.R., Section 261.50(a) to develop a new management strategy for the area and reduce the
amount of soil and water damage.

The closure was warranted by findings of significant damage to the forest environment including
riparian areas, aquatic habitats and the existence of more than 15 miles of unsubstantiated, user-
created trails.

Closing and rehabilitating the Anderson Creek OHV Trail System will support direction in the
current Chattahoochee-Oconee National Forests Land & Resource Management Plan (Forest
Plan) to:

- Provide resilient and stable conditions to support the quality of water necessary
- to protect ecological functions (Goal 22 excerpt)

- Maintain and restore soil productivity and quality (Goal 24)

- Not adversely affect soil and water resources (Goal 34 excerpt)

The following proposed actions will prevent further resource damage and limit motorized access
while working towards meeting the desired condition:

- Close and rehabilitate all trails within, and connected with, the Anderson
Creek OHV Trail System, including approximately five miles of authorized
trails and several miles of unsigned and undesignated trails.

- Prevent illegal access from adjacent private ownerships and enforce closures
through placement of physical barriers such as gates, earthen blockades, fallen
trees, or any combination thereof. Heavy equipment may be used to form such
blockades.
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- Ensure rehabilitation through any combination of techniques including natural
re-growth, earth reshaping, seeding of bare surfaces and installation of surface
water control practices. Erosion control measures, such as the instatement of
hay bales and/or silt fences may be used to prevent soil movement. In all
cases, Georgia Best Management Practices for erosion control will be
followed.

You can help us with our analysis by providing public comments on this proposal. Pursuant to 36
C.F.R. 295.3, 60 days advance notice will be given to allow for public review of proposed or
revised designations to use of motor vehicles off forest development roads. As such your
comments must be submitted by September 7, 2005. Important environmental concerns already
being considered include protection of water and soil quality, sensitive and endangered plant and
animal species, and archeological resources.

When providing comments please be as specific as possible and provide the following
information:

1. Name, address and (if possible) telephone number
Title of proposal on which comment is being submitted (Anderson Creek OHV
Trail System); and

3. Specific facts or comments along with supporting reasons that the person believes
the Responsible Official should consider in reaching a decision.

We welcome public involvement as we deal with this complex issue. If you would like to receive
more information about this proposal, please write to Chattahoochee National Forest, Toccoa
Ranger District, District Ranger Alan Polk or Deputy District Ranger Tina Tilley, 6050
Appalachian Highway, Blue Ridge, GA 30513, or call the Toccoa Ranger District Office at (706)
632-3031.

/s/ Tina R. Tilley (for)
ALAN POLK
District Ranger
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