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Dear Interested Citizen,  

The Armuchee/Cohutta Ranger District is proposing several projects to be conducted across the 
District.  I would like to hear from you regarding these projects before making my decision.   

These projects are detailed below, and a map has been enclosed. 

Rock Creek Aquatic Habitat Improvement:  A problem stream crossing on Peeples Lake 
Road (FS 3) was replaced in 2005 with a large, open-bottom culvert, restoring free passage for 
fish and other aquatic species in upper Rock Creek.  Formerly, the road crossing acted as a dam, 
causing flooding and deposition of debris and rock above the old culverts, eliminating natural 
streambed structure. The proposed action includes installation of stream structures and deepening 
of pools with hand labor and heavy equipment. The project area would extend upstream from the 
new crossing for about 1 mile. The project would restore aquatic ecosystems in conditions 
capable of supporting viable populations of native and desired non-native species of aquatic 
fauna (Forest Plan Goal 26).   

Conasauga River Blue Shiner Habitat Improvement:  The Conasauga River is habitat to one 
of the last stable populations of the blue shiner, a small fish which is federally listed as 
“Threatened”.  This project would contribute to the conservation and recovery of federally-listed 
threatened and endangered species through habitat enhancement (Forest Plan Goal 15).  Blue 
shiners have specific requirements for spawning: they use crevices in submerged logs, and must 
compete with several other more abundant crevice-spawning species for access to crevices. 
Fifteen artificial spawning logs were placed into blue shiner habitat in the Conasauga River in 
1998.  They were readily utilized by blue shiners for spawning and considered a successful 
habitat enhancement technique by biologists.  The proposed action is the placement of five more 
of these structures in the Conasauga River in the Alaculsy Valley area.  Large diameter logs 
would have several grooves cut into each side and be anchored into the river bottom.   

Holly Creek Culvert Replacement:  Forest Service Road 68 (Potato Patch) crosses Holly Creek 
several times.  One of the crossings is inadequate to contain the stream at high water levels, and 
is prone to overtopping and debris blockage. The proposed action would replace the multiple-
culvert crossing with a larger, bottomless structure that would reduce sedimentation to the stream 
at the point of crossing, and restore free passage for aquatic species (Forest Goal 26, Objective 
26.3).  

Youther Creek Soil and Water Improvement:  Unauthorized off-road vehicle (ORV) use and 
poor drainage on an old road in the Youther Creek watershed is adversely affecting soil and 
water resources with erosion. Proposed treatments to correct these problems include closing 
illegal ORV trails with piles of earth or posts, restoring proper drainage to the road surface, and 
closing a portion of the road to vehicular traffic. This project would improve road conditions 
affecting soil and water resources (Forest Plan Goal 48).  
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Fort Mountain/Pinhoti Connector Trail:  A new, one-mile trail, to be used by hikers and 
mountain bikers, connecting Fort Mountain State Park with the Pinhoti Trail is proposed for 
construction. The route is an old roadbed requiring outsloping and drainage construction by hand 
labor and mechanized equipment. In addition, a three-vehicle parking area for trail users would 
be constructed on Peeples Lake Road (FS 3). This project would enhance recreational 
opportunities that meet the needs and interests of the recreating public (Forest Plan Goal 31).   

Cohutta 100 Mountain Bike Race (Special Use Permit):  An outfitter/guide company has 
requested permission to conduct a 100-mile bicycle race on existing Forest roads within the 
Ranger District.  The event would begin and end at the Ocoee Whitewater Center in Tennessee. 
Chattahoochee National Forest Service roads on the route are FS 22, FS 64, FS 68, FS 17, and 
FS 16.  The one-day event is proposed for April 21, 2007, and is expected to last approximately 
16 hours, and have approximately 150 participants.  There would be checkpoints and aid stations 
along the route at about every 10-15 miles and the forest roads would remain open to vehicle 
traffic during the race. The race was successfully conducted on the same route last year and 
would meet Forest Plan Goals 31 and 55.   

All of these projects appear to fall into a category of actions that may be excluded from 
documentation in an environmental impact statement or environmental assessment.  Specifically, 
the projects fall within the following categorical exclusions from the Forest Service 
Environmental Policy and Procedures Handbook (1909.15), Chapter 30: 

•  Rock Creek Aquatic Habitat Improvement:  Category 7, Chapter 31.2: Stream habitat 
improvement 

•  Conasauga River Blue Shiner Habitat Improvement:  Category 7, Chapter 31.2: 
Stream habitat improvement 

•  Holly Creek Culvert Replacement: Category 7, Chapter 31.2: Stream habitat 
improvement 

•  Youther Creek Soil and Water Improvement:  Category 4, Chapter 31.12:  Repair and 
maintenance of roads, trails, landline boundaries 

•  Fort Mountain/Pinhoti Connector Trail Construction:  Category 1, Chapter 31.2:  
Construction or reconstruction of trails 

•  Cohutta 100 Mountain Bike Race:   Category 8, Chapter 31.1b:  Approval, 
modification, or continuation of minor, short-term special uses of National Forest system 
lands 

The decision to move forward with these proposals will not be finalized until after consideration 
of your comments.  Responses should contain relevant facts or comments that we can consider in 
reaching a final decision on these projects.  Comments received, including names, become part 
of the project record and are available for public review.  We would appreciate receiving your 
comments on the projects by March 2, 2007.  This will ensure a thorough and complete analysis 
of these proposals.   

Send your written comments to the Armuchee/Cohutta District office at the address given on the 
letterhead.  You may also comment by phone (see letterhead) or email to Ruth Stokes 



 

 

(rbstokes@fs.fed.us) or Mike Murphy (mwmurphy@fs.fed.us) or in person to our office in 
Chatsworth, Georgia within the normal weekday business hours of 8:00 am to 4:30 pm.   

Please note that you will be sent further correspondence on these proposals only if you comment 
on them or request further correspondence on them.  Final decision documents are posted on the 
Forest website at http://www.fs.fed.us/conf/sopa/planning.htm. 

Thank you for your interest in the management of the Armuchee/Cohutta Ranger District. 

Sincerely, 

 
 
 /s/ Michele H Jones 
MICHELE H. JONES  
 District Ranger 
 
Enclosure: 1 Map 
   
 


