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Dear Forest User  
 
I am inviting you to comment on the partial decommissioning of the Hillsboro Lake 
Recreation Area (Includes the Hillsboro Lake Developed Recreation Site and the Old 
Uncle Remus Ranger Station Admin Site) located in Jones County, near Hillsboro 
Georgia.   The Oconee National Forest provides several dispersed and developed 
recreation activities for our users.  The Chattahoochee-Oconee Forest Plan identifies the 
Hillsboro Lake Recreation Area as Management Area 7.E.1 (dispersed recreation areas).   
The goal within this management area is to provide a spectrum of high quality, nature-
based recreation settings and opportunities, which reflect the unique or exceptional 
resources of the Forest and the interests of the recreating public on an environmentally 
sustainable, financially sound, and operationally effective basis. The objective for this 
Management Area is to adapt management of recreation facilities and opportunities as 
needed to shift limited resources to those opportunities. Recognize and respond to 
emerging recreation trends and uses within the Forest recreation niche by periodic 
assessments.    
 
The Oconee Ranger District is proposing to decommission and remove two out of four 
restroom facilities, one half of the areas picnic tables and all of the areas tent pads.  The 
long-term objective of the partial decommissioning is to have the amenities reflect the 
recreational use levels of the site.  Several of the amenities including picnic tables, tent 
pads and restroom facilities are rarely used because there are significantly more amenities 
on site than the number of users. Some of the amenities have outlived their useful service 
life and are no longer functional.   An older pole barn located at the administrative site is 
also proposed for removal. The proposal includes removing trees for forest health and 
public safety within the Hillsboro Lake Recreation Area.  Thinning the stands will lessen 
the chance of Southern Pine Beetle infestation and improve the habitat conditions for the 
federally listed Red-cockaded woodpecker. The project would also include noxious weed 
treatment primarily to treat autumn olive and poison ivy in the understory.  The invasive 
weed treatment would be done with an approved herbicide. Lastly, the road surrounding 
Hillsboro Lake will be re-surfaced with GAB (crushed rock with binder) upon project 
completion. The re-surfacing is necessary because the existing road chip-seal surface has 
significantly deteriorated over the last few years.  
 
The long-term objective is to restore the fishing pond and manage the area as a day use 
fishing and picnic site similar to the Miller Lake Day Use facility located off of highway 
129 roughly 13 miles southwest of Eatonton, Georgia. The Miller Lake site receives 
substantially greater use and helps to meet the Districts warm water fishing recreation 



niche.  We believe that conversion of the Hillsboro site, along with the necessary 
improvements would result in a similar increase in public use.   
 
As required by the National Environmental Policy Act, I am seeking comments for this 
project.  I anticipate a decision memo will be prepared for this project.  If you would like 
to comment on this project, or you would like additional information about this project, 
please contact the Oconee Ranger District.  Comments must be postmarked by 30 days of 
receipt of this letter.  Your comments need to be as specific as possible and include the 
following information: 
 

1. Name, address, and (if possible) telephone number; 
2. Title of project 
3. Specific facts or comments along with supporting reasons that I should consider 

in reaching a final decision on this proposal  
 
 
 
 
Your comments can be sent to the address on the letterhead.  If you have any questions 
regarding this project please contact Jeff McDonald, David Fowler or myself at the 
District office between 8:00 am and 4:00 pm Monday thru Friday, 706-485-7110 
 
Sincerely 
 
 
 
 
WILLIAM B. NIGHTINGALE 
District Ranger 
 
Enclosures 
 
 


