Timber Suitability Determinations – Updated 11/21/2005
Clearwater National Forest
	Directives
	Interpretation
	Acres 1987
	Acres 2005

	Generally not suitable for harvest
	
	849,400
	893,700

	Non-forest lands
	These were identified from the Timber Stand Data Base, potential vegetation maps, the Regional Vegetation Map Product, and non-forest landtypes from the Land System Inventory.
	
	

	   Lands withdrawn from timber harvest
	-Wilderness, 

-Research Natural Areas, 

-Wild river corridors. 
	
	

	Lands with no reasonable assurance of restocking
	-Land class codes 710 
	
	

	Lands where timber harvest is incompatible with desired conditions and objectives
	-Recommended wilderness from the 1987 plan.  

-The Kelly Creek drainage above Moose Creek, (except for developed lands in the Gravey Creek drainage), because it is a native fish stronghold

-The entire Fish Creek drainage, including Hungery Creek because it is a native fish stronghold.
-The Colt and Swamp Creek drainages near Elk Summit because they are native fish strongholds. 
	
	

	Generally suitable for harvest for multiple resource objectives, not for timber production
	-Lolo National Historic Trail outside of generally not suitable lands because of cultural values
-The “Secretary’s Area” in the North Lochsa Slope Inventoried Roadless Area
-Scenic and recreation river corridors
-Riparian conservation areas
-Landslide prone lands 

-Municipal watersheds 

-Lands adjacent to Mary Minerva McCroskey State Park

-Developed lands in the Gravey Creek drainage, because it is a native fish stronghold with high priority for restoration.

-Other inventoried roadless lands where no new road construction is planned.
	0
	609,400

	Generally suitable for timber production
	All other lands.
	987,700
	323,500


Timber Suitability Determinations – Updated 11/21/2005
Nez Perce National Forest
	Directives
	Interpretation
	Acres 1987
	Acres 2005

	Generally not suitable for harvest
	
	1,147600
	1,246,500

	Non-forest lands
	These were identified from the Timber Stand Data Base, potential vegetation maps, the Regional Vegetation Map Product, and non-forest landtypes from the Land System Inventory.
	
	

	   Lands withdrawn from timber harvest
	-Wilderness, 

-Research Natural Areas, 

-Wild river corridors.
	
	

	Lands with no reasonable assurance of restocking
	-Three specific landtypes identified in the soils inventory (parts of the grand fir mosaic may belong here also)
	
	

	Lands where timber harvest is incompatible with desired conditions and objectives
	-Undeveloped portions of the Meadow Creek (trib. to Selway River) drainage because it is a native fish stronghold.

-Undeveloped portions of the Rapid River drainage, because it is a native fish stronghold, and to be compatible with management direction for the upper part of the drainage on the Payette National Forest.

-The Silver Creek/Pilot Knob special interest area from the 1987 Forest Plan, because of cultural values.
	
	

	Generally suitable for harvest for multiple resource objectives, not for timber production
	-Scenic and recreation river corridors

-Landslide prone lands

-Municipal watersheds

-Riparian conservation areas.

-The developed portion of the Horse Creek Administrative Study Area

-The “cherry stems” adjacent to the Gospel-Hump Wilderness at Square Mountain and Buffalo Hump

-The John’s Creek, Tenmile Creek, and Crooked River drainages within the Multi-purpose Resource Development Area adjacent to the Gospel-Hump Wilderness because they are native fish strongholds and the Gospel Hump legislation made them suitable for timber harvest.

-The Silver Creek/Pilot Knob inventoried roadless area outside of the unsuitable lands, because of cultural values.
-Other inventoried roadless lands where no new road construction is planned.
	0
	386,800

	Generally suitable for timber production
	All other lands.
	911,669
	478,100


Changes as of 11/21/2005
Clearwater:

Changes in direction relate to the portion of the Lochsa Face Inventoried Roadless Area given specific management direction by the Secretary of Agriculture (known as the “Secretary’s area”), riparian conservation areas, and inventoried roadless lands.  

· The “Secretary’s area” will be suitable for harvest for other resource objectives.  The primary values will be recreation and visual quality, with timber harvest occurring to maintain or develop healthy forests to support those values.

· Riparian conservation areas will be generally suitable for harvest as consistent with the Interior Columbia River Basin agreement.  Timber harvest may occur here to enhance riparian vegetation, and might include such things as thinning to encourage development of tall coniferous shade.

· Fish population strongholds were evaluated, with Fish Creek (including Hungery Creek), Kelly Creek above Moose Creek (including Cayuse Creek but excluding the developed area in Gravey Creek), and Colt Creek/Swamp Creek in the Elk Summit area going to an unsuitable classification. 

· The developed area in Gravey Creek will be classed as generally suitable for harvest for other resource objectives because it is a stronghold for native fish populations.

Nez Perce:
Changes in direction relate to riparian conservation areas and inventoried roadless areas.

· Riparian conservation areas will be generally suitable for harvest as consistent with the Interior Columbia River Basin agreement.  Timber harvest may occur here to enhance riparian vegetation, and might include such things as thinning to encourage development of tall coniferous shade.

· The Meadow Creek drainage (tributary to the Selway River) will be generally not suitable for timber harvest because it is a native fish stronghold.  
· Pilot Knob Roadless Area will have about 11,000 acres unsuitable, the same area as in the 1987 Forest Plan.  The remainder of the area will be generally suitable for harvest with no expected output.  These designations are necessary to protect cultural resources.
· The Rapid River drainage, where not currently developed, will be generally unsuitable for harvest because it is a native fish stronghold, and to be consistent with the Payette National Forest’s allocation for the upper part of the drainage.  Portions of the drainage that have already been developed will be generally suitable for harvest for other resource objectives.
· The portions of Johns’ Creek and Tenmile Creek that are within the Multi-purpose Resource Development Area adjacent to the Gospel-Hump Wilderness will be generally suitable for harvest for other resource objectives.  This will be consistent with Gospel-Hump Wilderness legislation, interagency agreements, and the fact that these are native fish population strongholds.
