Vision and Guiding Principles 
Continental Divide National Scenic Trail

Vision

Complete the Trail to connect people and communities to the Continental Divide by providing scenic, high-quality, primitive hiking and horseback riding experiences, while preserving the significant natural, historic, and cultural resources along the Trail.
Guiding Principles
The purpose of these guiding principles is to support the Vision and to guide the agencies as routing decisions are made to complete the Continental Divide Trail (CDT) by 2008 and for future management.

Leadership and Coordination
· Supports the Vision and implements the CDT Leadership Council Charter.

· Management of the CDT is seamless across Federal, State, and other administrative boundaries.
High Quality Trail and Recreation Experience
· Trail routing provides for nationally renowned high-quality hiking and/or horseback riding trail experiences that strive to highlight the significant features and provide connectors to communities along the CDT.

· The intent of the trail is to provide primarily a non-motorized experience consistent with the Act.

· Land and resource management plans provide direction for the CDT that is consistent with the Act.

· The natural, historic, cultural, and scenic features of the CDT are sustained over time.
Interpretation
· CDT interpretive and educational materials include accurate information on significant features, trail location and conditions, and access.  This information is readily available.
Partners
· Trail partnerships with Continental Divide Trail Alliance and others are developed, nurtured, and promoted.  Youth, volunteers, and private nonprofit trail groups are engaged and involved in the planning, management, construction, and maintenance of the trail.
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