
Criteria for Allocating Continental Divide Trail 
Congressional Earmark Trail Funds

Planning
· Broad scale assessments

· Project level planning 
· Key connections

· New routes where none exist

· Replacement of motorized segments

· Opportunity to leverage funds with partners
· Leads to a certifiable trail segment

Reconstruction
· Critical safety issues

· Erosion or alignment problems

· Improve standard of trail

· High local priority

· No within-allocation appropriations available

· Completes certifiable trail segment
· Opportunity to leverage funds with partners
New Construction 

· Provides continuous non-motorized route

· Moving trail from motorized routes, by priority:

· Paved roads

· Gravel roads

· Dirt roads

· Motorized trails

· Opportunity to leverage funds with partners
· High local priority

· Completes certifiable trail segment
Continental Divide Trail (CDT) Congressional earmark funds may only be used to plan and improve primitive roads and trails that remain open to motorized use if such motorized use is allowed by the National Trails System Act and if the segment will meet the certification criteria for being adopted as the official route of the CDT.
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