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Subject:  Watershed Condition Framework


Issue:  The Forest Service has developed a systematic process for determining watershed condition class that can be applied consistently by all National Forests. This framework is a comprehensive approach for: 1) evaluating the condition of watersheds, 2) strategically implementing integrated restoration, and 3) tracking and monitoring outcome based program accomplishments.  Watersheds are classified using a nationally consistent core set of indicators, which are used to classify watershed conditions, identify elements that need to be addressed, and track changes over time. The primary emphasis is on those conditions and risks where we can take action or influence actions to be taken by others to improve watershed condition.

Key Points:
· There are 6 steps in the framework:
· Step A:  Classify Watershed Condition
· Step B:  Prioritize Watersheds for Restoration
· Step C:  Develop Watershed Restoration Action Plans
· Step D:  Implement Integrated Projects
· Step E:  Track Restoration Accomplishments
· Step F:  Monitor and Verification

· The Forest Service completed Step A, classifying 15,064 watersheds that contain NFS lands, in April 2011. An interactive mapping website showing the results is available  to the public and can be found here: http://www.fs.fed.us/publications/watershed/

· FS Fish & Aquatic Ecology Unit (FAEU) staff is currently developing a systematic and consistent approach for assessing watershed condition class of the non-national forest lands portion of the 15,034 watersheds using, in part, those same lands classifications used in the National Fish Habitat Action Plan’s Status of Fish Habitats in the United States. 

· By the end of FY 2011, units will identify a minimum of two priority watersheds (Step B) and develop at least two watershed restoration action plans (Step C). Stakeholders and partners will have opportunities to engage in Step C planning.
· Specific achievements will vary geographically dependent upon collaborative processes, complexity of land management issues, and landownership patterns.
· Watershed restoration action plans may include threatened & endangered species, aquatic and riparian habitat improvements, road decommissioning, aquatic organism passage concerns, hazardous fuels reduction, meadow restoration and other actions necessary to maintain or move priority watersheds to an improved condition class.
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