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USDA Forest Service
Watershed, Fish, Wildlife, Air and Rare Plants Staff
Briefing Paper
                       						                              Date:  July 1, 2010

Topic:  Rangeland Interagency Ecological Site Manual (RIESM) signed.

Issue: The Natural Resource Conservation Service, Bureau of Land Management, and Forest Service have been cooperating in developing policy and technical direction for implementing an interagency system of classifying rangeland ecological sites.  The final signature was obtained on June 14, 2010.

Background: A Memorandum of Understanding was entered into by BLM, FS, and NRCS in 2005 to develop a standardized method for defining and delineating rangeland ecological sites. Subsequently, a Federal Interagency Team developed the RIESM and the agencies will develop implementation guidance for their respective agency missions..  The overall goal is to improve the ability to manage the landscape in a coordinated manner across ownership boundaries by implementing a consistent system for defining, mapping, and interpreting ecological sites of the nation’s rangelands.  

Ecological site descriptions are defined and mapped using a hierarchical, multi-factor system that is conceptually comparable to the FS’s National Hierarchy of Ecological Units (NHEU).  The NHEU is currently in use for Forest and project planning in several Regions of the country.  The system is also used nationally as analysis and reporting units by FIA, FHM, LANDFIRE, TNC, and NATURESERVE, as well as numerous state agencies.  Ecological site descriptions present an opportunity to develop an interagency system that complements the NHEU, builds upon past FS investments, and produces improved information for natural resource managers.  A forest Service team has been assembled to produce a technical guide to implement the RIESM. 

Key Points:

· This effort provided an opportunity to engage in a substantive interagency cooperation that advanced the “all lands” vision advanced by USDA and includes a major DOI land management agency (BLM).
· Interagency cooperation in defining, mapping, and interpreting ecological site descriptions produces consistent information on land capability across administrative boundaries.
· The system is compatible with existing FS ecological mapping systems (Terrestrial Ecological Unit Inventory) and will improve the quality of traditional FS or NRCS soil surveys of NFS lands by incorporating other important ecological criteria such as geology, slope and aspect, vegetative indicators, etc. 

Contacts:  Janette Kaiser, Director, Rangelands Management, 202-205-1185, Dave Cleland, 715-365-1103, dcleland@fs.fed.us
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